
 

Weekly News from Tortworth Primary 

School 

office@tortworthprimaryschool.org.uk  - www.tortworthprimaryschool.org.uk – 01454 260510 
Twitter @TortworthSchool 

 

• Hello everyone • 
 
It’s great to be back, although I think 
peregrine class quite enjoyed having the 
school to themselves. Well done to 
parents, children and staff for picking up 
and running with remote learning again. 
Although there were some initial hiccups 
most pupils managed to get online and 
completed some great learning tasks.It was 
wonderful for both parents and pupils to 
meet Mrs Bethan Adams, our new Head 
Teacher, on Thursday. Mrs Adams hopes to 
drop into the school over the next 3 weeks, 
to ensure she has lots of key information 
ready for taking over in January. 
 
We would like to say a big Well Done to 
Jessica. She completed a sponsored bike 
ride for Children in Need and did 10 laps of 
the whole estate. She raised a brilliant 
£170 for Children in Need. We think that's 
amazing! 

 

• Notices • 
New staff 
We would like to welcome Mrs Anita 
Barrett and Mrs Eleanor Sanville who will 
be joining the school on Monday 
supporting pupils in KS2. Both members of 
staff come with lots of experience and will 
be an asset to our team here at Tortworth. 
 
Flu Vaccines 
On Friday, the Peregrine class received 
their vaccines. The rest of the school will be 
vaccinated on Tuesday 8th December.  

 

•Wagtails • 
It has been good to get back to school this 
week and see everyone again. The children 
had been working hard on their home 
learning and it has been lovely to share 
some of the children’s Animal Babies books 
with the rest of the class.  
 
This week we have been reading a story 
called Man on the Moon (A Day in the Life 
of Bob) about a man who goes to the moon 
every day for his job. We are using the book 
to learn about writing a diary entry.  

 
On Wednesday we went to the Wild Woods 
and the children worked together to build 
rockets. We then blasted off in our rockets 

to visit Planet Rhododendrons and went to 
look for aliens. We found some and 
brought them back to school with us.  
 
On Thursday we had an art, making 
afternoon, the children made rockets, and 
spaceships with construction kits, 
invented their own aliens, and made wax 
resist pictures of space. We will be 
continuing the theme of space next week 
and finding out about some real 
astronauts. 

 
• Kestrel • 

It has been lovely to have the kestrels back 
in school this week and they have all 
settled straight back down to work. In 
English we have been writing some 
fabulous settings using wonderfully 
descriptive vocabulary and we will be 
incorporating these into our own stories 
next week. In maths we have been 
working on improving our multiplication 
skills and looking closely at the 
relationship between multiplication and 
division. 
 
 In science we did a scrapyard challenge 
where we had to sort magnetic and non-
magnetic materials and we ended our 
lesson with a magnetic darts competition!  
 
Kestrel class took part in a STEM Lego 
robotic workshop on Friday. They built a 
basic robot and programmed it to do some 
simple tasks, then modified it to their own 
design to take on a challenge. It was tricky, 
but we all enjoyed it. 
 

• Peregrine • 
This week started as a lonely single class 
and soon became a whole school again! 
We thought we were enjoying having the 
school to ourselves but it is SO much nicer 
having Kestrel class back to play with.  
We have finished ‘The Wild Robot’ by 
Peter Brown now and it was such a good 
book. We weren’t sure we liked it at first 

but we became completely engulfed by 
the story of Roz and the wild animals on 
the island. We highly recommend it to 
other children of our age but also to adults. 
It has a lot of messages that we related to 
and the characters were really likeable. We 
won’t spoil the ending for you but it isn’t 
the happy ending we wanted however it 
does end with a glimmer of hope for the 
future. Apparently there is a sequel to this 
book which we are hoping we can read 
next. 
 
In science we tried to build robots. These 
were really frustrating as no one actually 
manage to complete a working robot. 
Some of this was down to us not following 
the instructions accurately enough but 
also some of us tried to be clever and use 
slightly different equipment which 
completely changed the outcome of the 
experiment and stopped the robot from 
moving in the predicted way. However we 
were able understand where we went 
wrong and write how we would change the 
way we did things. We saw the comparison 
with our trial and error experiment and the 
research the Covid vaccination scientists 
have been doing. It takes time and 
allowance for things to fail to see how they 
can be improved and finally reach success. 

 

• Up Coming • 

On 16th December (weather permitting) 
Mrs. Bonner is organising a Sponsored 
Santa Run to the church.  Your children can 
come to school dressed in their Christmas 
finery – they can wear their Christmas 
jumpers or dress up as the big man himself 
and they will hop, skip, walk or run to 
Tortworth Church and back across the 
fields. We are asking the children to raise 
at least £5 each in sponsorship and they 
will receive a medal for completing this 
challenge. We hope you will all embrace 
the Sponsored Santa Run in the way you 
always do and donate generously. 

Inset Days 2021 

 Monday 4th January 2021 

 Monday 19th April 2021 

 Monday 7th June 2021 
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