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Introduction and Aims  

 

Introduction  

All education during school hours is free. We do not charge for any activity undertaken as part of the 

National Curriculum with the exception of individual or group music tuition. We believe that all 

children should have equal access to the curriculum, and its related activities. 

 

Purpose of the Policy  

To communicate clearly to staff, parents, Governors and children, Tortworth School’s approach to 

making financial charges for pupil activities. 

 

Aims 

 To ensure that all children have equal access to the curriculum, and its related activities, 

regardless of family circumstances. 

 To be able to finance some of the extra activities and events that we offer in order to enrich 

the curriculum. 

 To make it clear for which activities the school will ask for voluntary contributions 
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General Guidelines  

 

Voluntary Contributions  

Parents have a right to know how a trip or activity is funded and the school will supply this information 

on request. 

The school may ask for a voluntary contribution for the following enrichment activities: 

 Away from school visits e.g. day trips, matches, theatre, musical events, collaborating with 

other schools etc. 

 Visitors that come in to school e.g. Performers, travelling shows, artist in residence, visiting 

sports coaches etc. 

 Curricular activities that are over and above the requirements of the National Curriculum and 

are particularly expensive e.g. cooking, certain art and technology materials etc. 

 After school activities which require materials to run e.g. Science club, cookery club, 

swimming club. 

 If the school organises a residential visit in school time or mainly school time, we invite a 

voluntary contribution for education and travel expenses and make a charge to cover the cost 

of board and lodging. 

  

We invite parents to make voluntary contributions stating very clearly that it is a voluntary 

contribution and no child will be excluded from the activity purely on an inability to pay. No child will 

be treated differently according to whether a family contribution has been made. However, the 

activity may at the discretion of the Head teacher have to be cancelled if insufficient contributions are 

received. 

Parents are also invited to discuss with the Head teacher in confidence, any concerns about payment. 

 

Other Charges  

 The school will charge for peripatetic music tuition. 

 On occasions externally run after school clubs incur a charge, in this instance the school is not 

responsible for this charge and any difficulty with payment needs to be discussed with the 

club organiser. 

 

Pupil Premium  

At the start of the financial year it will be decided if those children in receipt of Pupil Premium Funding 

will be exempt from the cost of any activity arranged by the school. (Costs will be paid for by the Pupil 

Premium Funding). This will then be communicated to the parents of these children as appropriate. 
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Breakages and Fines 

The Governors reserve the right to ask parents to pay for the cost of replacing any item such as: 

 Broken windows 

 Defaced, damaged or lost text books 

 Replacement reading or homework logs 

 Any item damaged as a result of unsatisfactory pupil behaviour 

 

Special Needs  

The Governing body confirms that no pupil with special needs or disabilities will be treated any 

differently than any other pupil. The school will take all reasonable steps to avoid putting children with 

special needs at a substantial disadvantage. 

 

Freedom of Information Publication Scheme Policy  

Please refer to the above policy for details of charges levied for the provision of documents relating 

to the freedom of information act. 
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Equality Impact Assessment  

 

This policy has been assessed with regard to its impact on equalities issues. The equality impact 

assessment has been conducted by the ECCWG (Equality and Community Cohesion Working Group) 

and focused on race, gender, disability, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and religion/belief. 

Community Cohesion has also formed part of the impact assessment work in order to ensure respect 

for diversity, alongside a commitment to common and shared bonds. 

 

EqIA Outcomes  

The ECCWG found no areas of potential negative impact and actions resulting in positive impact are 

in place. 
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Policy Review  

 

 

Policy review: EqIA: Ratify: Due for review: 

    

 

Finance Committee Chairman: 
 

Adopted by the Finance Committee at a meeting dated 3rd January 2018 Review date 
January 2019 

 


