
Wagtail Class Year 1 and 2 Newsletter for Term 2 

This term our topic is ‘Out of this World’. We have 

begun the term with the story of ‘Owl Babies’ by Martin 

Waddell and we have been talking about day and night 

and about being scared of the dark. We will also be finding out about 

nocturnal animals and wondering about what we might see at school 

at night time. Later in the term we are going to be talking about space 

and about what we can see in the night sky. We will also be reading a 

story called ‘Man on the Moon – a day in the life of Bob’ by Simon Bartram as well as 

finding out about some real-life astronauts.  

Of course, Christmas is coming and we always put on a Christmas Nativity play towards 

the end of term. This year circumstances mean that we will have to organise this a bit 

differently and at the moment we are thinking of making a video of our performance to 

share with parents. More details when we have worked out the best way to do this.  

Other Information 

 The Wagtail Class team is made up of Miss Smith and Mrs Baker, (Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Friday all day and also Thursday am).  We are also really pleased that 

Miss Whiting will be joining us as an apprentice TA for 4 days a week and 1 day in 

college.  

 Make sure your child has a refillable water bottle with them every day. 

 PE will be on Tuesday afternoons (Sports Coach from Forever Sport - Netball) and 

Friday afternoons (Dance with Miss Smith). On PE days the children need to come 

to school in their PE kits: a white t-shirt with black shorts, jogging bottoms or 

leggings, a sweatshirt or hoodie and trainers. Don’t forget to remove earrings and tie 

back long hair on PE days. 

 It is still important to label all items of clothing and PE kits clearly with your child’s 

name. It really saves us so much time when anything gets mislaid.   

 We will be visiting the Wild Woods every Wednesday pm so the children need to 

come to school in their outdoor clothes: long trousers such as jogging bottoms or 

jeans, long-sleeved top and a sweatshirt or hoodie. As the weather gets colder it is a 

good idea to have an extra jumper, gloves, scarf and hat too. They also need to bring 

with them a waterproof coat (trousers too if possible) and wellies. We may also be 

working outdoors on other days so it is a good idea if your child has wellies and 

waterproofs in school at all times.  

What you can do to help support your child:  

 Make sure they read regularly to you – little and often is best. We 

encourage all the children in Year 1 and Year 2 to read to someone at 

home at least 5 times a week. They have 2 books matched to their phonic 

ability in their book bag and they can also read ebooks on Bug Club and the 

login details are attached to this letter.  It is a good idea to read these books 2 or 3 

times before changing to develop fluency. Also, it is still important to read more 

challenging texts to them and talk about the story or the information they have found 

out and the children will be choosing a book to bring home from the class Book 

Corner. Please use the Reading Diary in their book bag to record what they read.  

The children need to bring their book bag in to change their books every Friday. 

When returning books to school, we will ask the children to put them in the 

“quarantine box” until the following week, to reduce the risk of spreading 



Coronavirus between school and home. Also the children will be reading a different 

book in school to the one they take home in their book bag.  

 This term we will be starting to send home some spellings and maths homework too 

to practise what they are learning in school. This homework will come home in their 

book bag on Fridays starting soon.  

 We are continuing to use the online program Purple Mash in school and you can use 

this at home too. (I know it was very popular during lockdown.) Sometimes their 

maths homework may be a 2do set on Purple Mash. Their login details are attached 

with this letter.  

 We have just started a school subscription to SumDog which has lots of maths games 

that you can play at home. (https://www.sumdog.com) Your child’s login details are 

also attached to this letter.  

Remember – any questions or concerns, just come and ask, or, if you prefer, send an email 

to clare.smith@tortworthprimaryschool.org.uk.  

 

Miss Smith, Mrs Baker, Miss Whiting 
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